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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 10910 

DEPT. PASS TO FAA, AIA-1, AIS-1, ASE-1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, PINS, UK 

SUB J : CIV AIR - SECURITY AT HEATHROW AIRPORT 
REF: STATE 184836 

1. THE JACK ANDERSON COLUMN (REF (A)) WAS GIVEN EXTEN- 
SIVE RADIO AND PRESS COVERAGE IN THE UK ON AUGUST 22/23, 
ALTHOUGH TV COVERAGE WAS MINIMAL. 

2. WHILE THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERALL AIRPORT SECURITY 
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THE BRITISH AIRPORTS AUTHORITY WERE HOPPING MAD. ONE 
CALLER SAID THAT IF (REPEAT) IF IT WERE TRUE AS REPORTED 
TO HIM THAT TWO FAA INSPECTORS HAD POSED AS TWA AND PANAM 
EMPLOYEES TO CHECK HEATHROW SECURITY, THEN TWA AND PANAM 
WOULD "FIND LIFE DIFFICULT IN FUTURE." HE WAS ASSUMING 
THAT TWA AND PANAM MIGHT HAVE COOPERATED WITH THE ALLEGED 
COVERT OPERATION OF THE TWO FAA MEN. 

3. IN ADDITION TO THE IRRITATION EXPRESSED AT THE 
ANDERSON REVELATION, THE BRITISH RIGHTFULLY FEEL "BETRAYED" 
BY THEIR AMERICAN COLLEAGUES. BRITISH HAVE NOT EXPERIENC- 
ED A HIIACKING IN OVER FOUR YEARS AND QUITE UNDERSTANDING- 
LY BELIEVE THEY ARE DOING A REASONABLY GOOD IOB IN AIRPORT 
SECURITY. MOREOVER, THEY HAVE ALWAYS SHOWN WILLINGNESS TO 
COOPERATE WITH US ON SECURITY MATTERS. IT WILL BE RE- 
CALLED THAT IN LONDON 4229 WE URGED AN EARLY MEETING 
BETWEEN QUALIFIED U.S. SECURITY EXPERTS AND THEIR UK 
COUNTERPARTS. THE UK OFFICIALS INDICATED THEY WOULD 
WELCOME SUCH DISCUSSIONS. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THESE MEET- 
INGS NEVER TOOK PLACE. IN VIEW OF OUR SERIOUSLY STRAINED 
RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH ON THIS SENSITIVE AIRPORT 
SECURITY MATTERS, WE URGE THAT THIS MEETING TAKE PLACE AS 
SOON AS PRACTICABLE. 

4. WE HAVE USED THE GUIDANCE PROVIDED IN REF A IN REPLY- 
ING TO INQUIRIES FROM THE PRESS. HOWEVER REACTION WAS 
THAT IT WAS A "STONE WALL" STATEMENT. 

SOHM 
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